
(Based on the BC Labour Market Outlook 2021-31) 

https://www.workbc.ca/getmedia/c43af36f-f408-4990-9ae1-c5b5f5f7be7a/BC_Labour_Market_Outlook_2021_9MB.pdf.aspx


According to the BC 2021-2031 Labour Market Outlook, 

Vancouver Island/Coast development region was expected to 

have 147,200 job opening in 2022 with 23% being expansion 

demand and 77% replacing retired workers. In 2023, that 

number is expected to dip. Also, there has been a slight 

reduction in the average retirement rate over the forecast 

interval from 2.2 per cent to 2.1 per cent.

Vancouver Island/Coast is British Columbia’s second most 

populated region, and it accounts for about 16% of BC’s 

workers. Its unemployment rate in 2020 (8.7 per cent) was 

slightly lower than the B.C. average (8.9 per cent). In the coming 

10 years, the Vancouver Island/Coast region is expected to have 

161,500 job openings, of which 69 per cent will replace retiring 

workers. Employment demand is projected to increase by an 

annual average of 1.1 per cent, a bit slower than the provincial 

average (1.3 per cent).

Job Openings Forecast in BC from 2021 to 2031

https://www.workbc.ca/getmedia/c43af36f-f408-4990-9ae1-c5b5f5f7be7a/BC_Labour_Market_Outlook_2021_9MB.pdf.aspx


Over the 10 years of the forecast, the region’s fastest growing sectors are 

expected to be:

• Mining;

• Support activities for mining and oil and gas extraction; 

• Online shopping; and 

• Food, beverage and tobacco manufacturing.

RRT Employment partners stress that currently most employers are willing to 

consider candidates who are experienced enough but do not necessarily have 

the educational qualifications that many of these positions require.

Fastest Growing Sectors in the next 10 years on 
Vancouver Island

The following pages are providing data on job openings on Vancouver Island from 2021 to 2031.



Employment opportunities in the region are dominated by service-based industries, which is reflected in the top 10 industries listed below with 

forecasted job openings through 2031.



Top occupations by education and the number of job openings for those professions from 2021 to 2031



Professionals in the following occupations are expected to have a degree or certificate



Professionals in the following occupations need to have an apprenticeship certificate



The following occupations require high school degree or less


